A TROPICAL; OUTDOOR LIVING
_AOOM with a ceiling fan
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THE LITTLE PATH to the secret nook winds past plantings of ginger, red
kangarno paw and pindo palm. Other plants along the way include a
giant bird of paradise, banana, purple stem elephant ear and albutilon,
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For a tropical look in a non-tropical area, Shelly Jennings of
World Wide Exotics, Inc. suggests the following:
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* For trees—palms, including
queen and fan palms

= For large plants—hamboo,
purple orchid tree and citrus
® For madium-size plants—
arching, large-leaved plants

for that jungle look: cannas

with large banana-like
leaves, actual bananas that
are hardy to the area and
elephant ear

= For a lush look—vines,
including snail vine and

passiflora ‘Lavender Lady'

“We wanted large plants that would create a jungle look and
survive,” said Jennings. “So we went with cannas and elephant ear.”

Purple Orchid Tree (Bauhinia purpurea)

inehaded dymondia around the stepping-stones
and purple secretia. The range in scale from
large plants with large leaves to groundeovers
with tiny leaves created an interesting
juxtaposition in the small garden.

Halfway down the path there is a water
feature—a large urn that bubbles over with
water onto a dry gravel base. The fountain
provides the sound and look of running water
with no standing pond to cause maintenance
problems or breed insects, Foliage quickly
overarched the urn and produced the dense
jungle look the owner desired.

The garden lies next to a modest

Left: Passion Flower Pas-
siflora x ‘Lavender Lady'

(P Amethyst')

swimming pool whose decking was altered
to create a better transition to the nearby
“jungle.” An old wooden fence in back of
the pool was sereened with trumpet vine. A
planter on the deck near the pool w
with a trio of dwarf citrus: Meyer lemon,

orange and mandarin that all bear well in
the summer.

The garden fronts a cozy outdoor seating
area next to the house and the winding path
that disappears into the greenery invites
visitors to the hidden bench at the end of
the path. The fronds of the arching palms
soften the sunlight and the variety of plant
colors and textures makes the small area
ook much bigger than it really is. After all

the work, the owner is joyous that her new

garden not only survives but thrives as a

lush inviting oasis in a small space,

Vigna caracalla ‘Snail Vine'
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Creating
a JUNGLE

VINES
® "snail vine" Vigna
caracalla
» passiflora "lavender lady”

BAMBOO
® phyllostachys
bombusoides "castillions”
® phyllostachys nigra

TREES
® Bauhinia purpurea
“purple orchid tree”
» dwarf citrus improved
Meyer lemon
o dwarf citrus seedless
Valencia orange
o dwarf citrus Satsuma
Madarin seedless owari
» lagerstroemia muskogee
“crepe myrtle”

PALMS
e Butia caitata "pindo or
jelly palm®
o Chamaerops humilis
“Mediterranean fan palm*”
# Livistona decipiens
“ribbon fan palm”
@ Syagrus romanzoffiana
“triple queen palm”
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